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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . Claims 1-20 are pending in this application and have been examined. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 101 

2. 35 U.S.C. 101 reads as follows: 

Whoever invents or discovers any new and useful process, machine, manufacture, or composition of 
matter, or any new and useful improvement thereof, may obtain a patent therefor, subject to the 
conditions and requirements of this title. 

3. Claims 18-20 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 101 because the claimed invention is directed 
to non-statutory subject matter. 

As to claim 18, a "program" is being recited; however, as disclosed by the specification 
sections are taught to be software, per se. A program with no structural and functional 
interrelationship between computer elements is computer software by itself. 

As such, claims 19-20 are rejected as incorporating the deficiencies of a claim upon 
which it depends. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

4. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 
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(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

5. Claims 1-7, 8-10, 14-15 and 18-19 rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated 
by Smith (US Patent 5,963,952). 



As claim 1, Smith teaches the method of converting a computer user interface panel 
between different panel types (abstract, lines 7-14), the method comprising: 
activating an automated process that reads field attributes in a first configuration table that can 
be used to display a first panel in a computer system (fig. 2, label 12,16, 20, 22, 26, 31, 32, 34; 
col. 4, lines 22-24 and 40-53), the first panel comprising a plurality of fields and belonging to a 
first type of panels in which a configuration table associated with a panel of the first type is tied 
to logic that specifies how the panel of the first type interacts with a backend of the computer 
system (fig. 5A, label 91; col. 6, lines 24-37); 

and creating entries in a second configuration table that can be used to display a second panel 
in the computer system (col. 2, lines 58-61), the second panel comprising at least some of the 
plurality of fields and belonging to a second type of panels in which a panel of the second type 
is formed of configuration table entries (fig. 5B, label 110; col. 6, lines 54-63) and is independent 
of the backend (col. 2, lines 63-67 and col. 3, lines 1-5; fig. 8A, label 302, 304, 306, 308 and 
310)Tsecond panel has its own configuration table, which is separated from the first 
configuration table. Any changes to the first or second configuration tables will not affect each 
others configuration 

wherein the automated process (col. 4, lines 23-29) converts the field attributes to be 
compatible with the second type of panels and stores them in the second configuration table for 
use in displaying the second pane (col. 2, lines 55-61 and col. 3, lines 6-14; fig. 8A, label 302, 
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304, 306, 308 and 310; fig. 12, label 444, 446, 448, 450 and 454), the CGI Scripting will access 
the information from HTML file and display in the second panel automatically. 



As claim 14, Smith teaches a computer system for converting a user interface panel 
between different panel types (col. 2, lines 62-67 and col. 3, lines1-5), the system comprising: 
a first configuration table that can be used to display a first panel (fig. 2, label 12,16, 20, 22, 26, 
31, 32, 34; col. 4, lines 22-24 and 40-53) comprising a plurality of fields and belonging to a first 
type of panels in which a configuration table associated with a panel of the first type is tied to 
logic that specifies how the panel of the first type interacts with a backend of the computer 
system, a plurality of field attributes being associated with the plurality of fields (fig. 5A, label 91; 
col. 6, lines 24-37); 

a second configuration table that can be used to display a second panel (col. 2, lines 58-61) 
comprising at least some of the plurality of fields and belonging to a second type of panels in 
which a panel of the second type is formed of configuration table entries (fig. 5B, label 110; col. 
6, lines 54-63) and is independent of the backend (col. 2, lines 63-67 and col. 3, lines 1-5; fig. 
8A, label 302, 304, 306, 308 and 310), second panel has its own configuration table, which is 
separated from the first configuration table. Any changes to the first or second configuration 
tables will not affect each others configuration}/ 

and a conversion module that converts at least some of the field attributes to be compatible with 
the second type of panels and stores them in the second configuration table for use in 
displaying the second panel (col. 2, lines 55-61 and col. 3, lines 6-14; (col. 4, lines 23-29); fig. 
8A, label 302, 304, 306, 308 and 310; fig. 12, label 444, 446, 448, 450 and 454), the CGI 
Scripting will access the information from HTML file and display in the second panel 
automatically. 
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As claim 18, Smith teaches a computer program product containing executable 
instructions that when executed cause a processor to perform operations comprising (col. 4, 
lines 23-29): 

activate an automated process that reads field attributes in a first configuration table that can be 
used to display a first panel in a computer system (fig. 2, label 12,16, 20, 22, 26, 31, 32, 34; col. 
4, lines 22-24 and 40-53), the first panel comprising a plurality of fields and belonging to a first 
type of panels in which a configuration table associated with a panel of the first type is tied to 
logic that specifies how the panel of the first type interacts with a backend of the computer 
system (fig. 5A, label 91 ; col. 6, lines 24-37); 

and create entries in a second configuration table that can be used to display a second panel in 
the computer system (col. 2, lines 58-61), the second panel comprising at least some of the 
plurality of fields and belonging to a second type of panels in which a panel of the second type 
is formed of configuration table entries (fig. 5B, label 110; col. 6, lines 54-63) and is independent 
of the backend (col. 2, lines 63-67 and col. 3, lines 1-5; fig. 8A, label 302, 304, 306, 308 and 
310)fsecond panel has its own configuration table, which is separated from the first 
configuration table. Any changes to the first or second configuration tables will not affect each 
others configuration^ 

wherein the automated process converts (col. 4, lines 23-29) the field attributes to be 
compatible with the second type of panels and stores them in the second configuration table for 
use in displaying the second panel (col. 2, lines 55-61 and col. 3, lines 6-14; fig. 8A, label 302, 
304, 306, 308 and 310; fig. 12, label 444, 446, 448, 450 and 454) the CGI Scripting will access 
the information from HTML file and display in the second panel automatically. 
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As claim 2, Smith further teaches associating the field attributes with fields of the 
second panel (col. 9, lines 40-45). 

As claim 3, Smith further teaches the field attributes that are read in the first 
configuration table are those field attributes of the first panel that are relevant for converting the 
first panel to the second panel (col. 10, lines 7-24). 

As claim 4, Smith further teaches plurality of fields comprises first and second template 
fields to be displayed next to each other on a common row in the first panel, wherein converting 
attributes associated with the first and second template fields comprises determining whether 
the second template field is an input field (fig. 7E, label 170 and fig. 11, label 430). 

As claim 5, Smith further teaches the second template field is not an input field, further 
comprising converting the attributes associated with the first and second template fields so that 
the first and second template fields will be displayed on a common row of the second panel (fig. 
8B, label 308 and fig. 12, label 450). 

As claim 6, Smith further teaches the panels of the second type comprise columns in 
which the fields are arranged (fig. 8A, labels 301-306 and fig. 8B, labels 307-314), and wherein 
the plurality of fields comprises first and second fields to be displayed next to each other on a 
common row in the first panel (fig. 7E, label 162-168 and fig. 11, label 424-428), wherein 
converting attributes associated with the first and second fields comprises determining whether 
the first and second fields are input fields (col. 8, lines 66-67, col. 9, lines 1-7, col. 10, lines 7- 
24). 
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As claim 7, Smith further teaches converting the attributes associated with the first and 
second fields so that the first and second fields will be displayed on a common row and in a 
common column of the second panel (fig. 8A, label 302-306 and fig. 8B, label 308; col. 4, lines 
24-28) to use HTML scripting language to arrange the </td><td>(column) and </tr><tr>(row) in a 
form to enhance the display as desired so that the first and second input field will be display on 
a common row and in a common column. 

As claim 8, Smith further teaches the panels of the second type comprise columns in 
which the fields are arranged (fig. 8A, labels 301-306 and fig. 8B, labels 307-314) and wherein 
each of the plurality of fields has a length specified as a number of characters (fig. 8A, labels 
302-306 and fig. 8B t labels 308-314), wherein converting the field attributes comprises 
assigning a specific width of at least one column to each of the fields based on its specified 
length (col. 8, lines 66-67, col. 9, lines 1-7). 

As claim 9, Smith further teaches the first panel comprises a plurality of binary controls 
that can be individually selected by a user, and wherein panels of the first type having such 
binary controls comprise a Boolean variable for each of the binary controls (fig. 10, label 404; 
col. 11, lines 66-67 and col. 12, line 1), wherein attributes associated with the binary controls 
are converted so that one of the fields of the second panel represents the binary controls (fig. 
12, label 442; col. 12, lines 44-45). 

As claim 10, Smith further teaches receiving and executing a user input for editing the 
second panel (col. 6, lines 29-30; col. 8, lines 66-67 and col. 9, lines 1-2) utilizing the same logic 
for receiving and executing a user input for entering data for the first panel and to apply the 
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same concept for the second panel, since the second panel is described as having editable 
attributes and able to execute a user input for example with the submit button. 

As claim 12, Smith teaches the input changes a location of one of the fields of the 
second panel (fig. 11, label 422 and fig. 12, label 442; col. 1, lines 19-26 and col. 2, lines 55-60) 
using Java Script to extend the functionality beyond the limits of Hypertext Markup Language 
(HTML) and to utilize the same logic to change the location of the field in the first panel to the 
second panel, and reviewed by the user (col. 6, lines 64-67) the change in location of the field of 
the second panel is obvious to the user. 

As claim 15, Smith further teaches the conversion module is capable of receiving and 
executing a command for editing the second panel (col. 6, lines 29-30; col. 8, lines 66-67 and 
col. 9, lines 1-2; col. 9. lines 37-40) utilizing the same logic for receiving and executing a user 
input for entering data for the first panel and to apply the concept to the second panel, since the 
second panel is described as having editable attributes and able to execute a user input for 
example with the submit button. 

As claim 19, Smith further teaches comprising instructions that when executed cause 
the processor to perform operations comprising: receive and execute a command for editing the 
second panel (col. 6, lines 29-30; col. 8, lines 66-67 and col. 9, lines 1-2; col. 9. lines 37-40) 
utilizing the same logic for receiving and executing a user input for entering data for the first 
panel and to apply the concept to the second panel, since the second panel is described as 
having editable attributes and able to execute a user input for example with the submit button. 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

6. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

7. Claim 13 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Smith in view of 
Dipaolo et at. (US Patent 5,367,619), hereinafter "Dipaolo" 

As claim 13, Smith does not teach the input changes an attribute of one of the fields of 
the second panel. 

However, Dipaolo teaches the input changes an attribute of one of the fields of the second 
panel (fig. 2; col. 5, lines 26-33). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention 
was made to modify Smith by the input changes an attribute of one of the fields of the second 
panel as taught by Dipaolo In order to ensure the information is synchronized between the first 
panel (window) and second panel (window), to maintain consistencies between the data entered 
in either panel, providing a more productive and consistent windows environment (col. 4, lines 
33-36). 

8. Claims 11,16, 17 and 20 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Smith in view of Pennell et at. (US Patent 6,910,179), hereinafter "PenneH" 
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As claim 11, Smith does not teach the input is received and executed in a drag-and- 
drop environment. 

However, Pennell teaches the input is received and executed in a drag-and-drop environment 
(fig. 4, label 101 and 402; col. 3, lines 37-47 and fig. 6, label 602; col. 4, lines 3-8). 
Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention 
was made to modify Smith by the input is received and executed in a drag-and-drop 
environment as taught by Pennell in order to utilize a secondary panel (window) with a portion 
or all of the attributes of the first panel (window) with drag and drop as an editing method to 
provide an alternate way transfer information or data between two windows, providing a more 
productive and user controlled working environment. 

As claim 16, Smith does not teach the conversion module provides a drag-and-drop 
environment for receiving and executing the command. 

However, Pennell teaches wherein the conversion module provides a drag-and-drop 
environment for receiving and executing the command (fig. 4, label 101 and 402; col. 3, lines 
37-47 and fig. 6, label 602; col. 4, lines 3-8). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention 
was made to modify Smith by the conversion module provides a drag-and-drop environment for 
receiving and executing the command as taught by Pennell in order to utilize a secondary panel 
(window) with a portion or all of the attributes from the first panel (Window) provided by a 
conversion module in connection with drag and drop as an editing method to provide an 
alternate way to transfer information between two panels or windows, providing a more 
productive and user controlled working environment. 
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As claim 17, Smith does not teach a drag-and-drop environment displayable on a 
screen by which a user can edit the second panel. 

However, Pennell teaches a drag-and-drop environment displayable on a screen by which a 
user can edit the second panel (fig. 4, label 101 and 402; col. 3, lines 37-47 and fig. 6, label 
602; col. 4, lines 3-8). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention 
was made to modify Smith by a drag-and-drop environment displayable on a screen by which a 
user can edit the second panel as taught by Pennell in order to utilize a secondary panel 
(window) with a portion or all of the attributes of the first panel (window) with drag and drop as 
an editing method to provide an alternate way to transfer information between two windows, 
providing a more productive and user controlled working environment. 

As claim 20, Smith does not teach instructions that when executed cause the processor 
to perform operations comprising: present a drag-and-drop environment where a user can edit 
the second panel. 

However, Pennell teaches instructions that when executed cause the processor to perform 
operations comprising: present a drag-and-drop environment where a user can edit the second 
panel (fig. 4, label 101 and 402; col. 3, lines 37-47 and fig. 6, label 602; col. 4, lines 3-8). 
Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention 
was made to modify Smith by instructions that when executed cause the processor to perform 
operations comprising: present a drag-and-drop environment where a user can edit the second 
panel as taught by Pennell in order to utilize a secondary panel (window) with a portion or all of 
the attributes of the first panel (window) with drag and drop as an editing method to provide an 
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alternate way to transfer information between two windows, providing a more productive and 
user controlled working environment. 

Conclusion 

9. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to applicant's 
disclosure. 

Pennell et al. (US Patent 6,910,179) - Method and apparatus for automatic form filling. 

Dipaolo et al. (US Patent 5,367,619) - Electronic data entry system employing an expert 
system to facilitate generation of electronic data forms with complex interrelationships between 
fields and subforms. 

Diehm et al. (US Patent 4,823,283) - Status driven menu system. 

Chen (US Pub 2005/0005234) - Method and apparatus for displaying and processing 
input fields from a document. 

Daughtrey (US Pub 2004/0236616) - Graphical user interface for travel planning 
system. 

Schammer, Andrew J. (US Patent 5,640,577) - Data processing system with automated 
at least partial forms completion. 

Light et al. (US Patent 6,192,380) - Automatic web based form fill-in. 

Huber, Val J. (US Patent 5,802,514) - Automated client/server development tool using 
drag-and-drop metaphor. 

Duffy et al. (US Patent 6,950,981) - Method and system for providing task information in 
a place. 



Application/Control Number: 10/686,008 Page 13 

Art Unit: 2196 

Duane et al. (US Patent 6,243,721) - Method and apparatus for providing automated 
layout capabilities for computer forms. 

Atlas et al. (US Patent 6,208,339) - User interactive data entry display system with entry 
fields having distinctive and changeable auto complete. 

10. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Thuy Carleton whose telephone number is 571-270-1258. The 
examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday (7:00AM-5:00PM). 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Nabil El-Hady can be reached on 571-272-3963. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private 
PAIR system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you 
would like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the 
automated information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 



Thuy Carleton 




